
 
 

                                                                                                    Myerstown, PA    
                                                                                                    Tuesday, August 13, 2013 
 

President Bryan L. Rittle called the regular monthly meeting of the Myerstown Borough 
Council to order at 7:25 p.m., on Tuesday, August 12, 2013. The President announced the 
Council held an Executive Session prior to the start of the regular meeting. The Executive 
Session was held for legal matters. The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers in the 
Myerstown Municipal Center, 101 East Washington Avenue, Myerstown, PA  17067. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 After paying respects to the flag, a roll call was taken. Present were: President Bryan L. 
Rittle, Vice President Gloria R. Ebling, Teresa Allwein, Keith Fox, Barry Lutz, Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Mayor Thomas G. Lush; Treasurer Lee C. Smith; Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf; 
Public Works Department Supervisor David C. Fake; Wastewater Department Operator Paul G. 
Kulp; Patrolman Lois Dahl; and Assistant Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker. Absent was: 
Councilmember Michael D. Behm. 
 
MINUTES: 
  

Two spelling corrections were noted. The word Debit should be Debt and Sargent should 
be Sergeant. A motion was made by Barry Lutz, seconded by Gloria R. Ebling, to approve the 
minutes of the July 8, 2013 Planning Meeting and the minutes of July 9, 2013 Regular Monthly 
Meeting with those two corrections. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried. 
 
CITIZENS’ AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS: 
 
  Greg Zinn from Zinn Insurance Company was present to review the Borough’s 
insurance policy. He thanked the Council for their service to the community. Mr. Zinn explained 
there is an increase to the Borough policy due to the law change for Fire Companies Workers 
Compensation Insurance. The law change has created a substantial increase in costs. The 
intent of the law was good but it created an adverse effect for municipalities. Penn National 
Insurance Company who was the underwriter for the Borough is no longer offering workers 
compensation insurance because of the claims from this Act.  AmeriHealth Insurance Company 
offers a lower rate but it is still a substantial increase in premium. Council President Bryan L. 
Rittle stated at the Dauphin – Lebanon County Boroughs Association Meeting Edward Troxell 
Director of PSAB Government Affairs, addressed this issue and asked that Boroughs send 
copies of denial letters or any information regarding workers compensation to him. The Borough 
also received a letter from Mutual Inspection Bureau, Inc. (MIB) Company. This company 
prepares property insurance valuations. Greg Zinn felt having MIB do an evaluation may be 
beneficial. There were no other questions on the insurance policies and Council will take action 
later in the meeting.  
 
 Reverend Bruce Farrell was present to discuss the request submitted from the 
Evangelical Seminary to hold a Four Chaplains Scholarship Run Event on Saturday, February 
1, 2014 starting at 10:00 a.m. Reverend Farrell explained the event and the scholarship fund. 
They have enclosed a map of the proposed route. They hope to have 300 runners. They are in 
the process of getting liability insurance. They will be contacting the fire police for assistance 
and Jackson Township for approval since some of the event will enter their township also. A 
motion was made by Park W. Haverstick, II, seconded by Barry Lutz, to approve the request  
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from the Evangelical Seminary to hold a Four Chaplains Scholarship Run Event on Saturday, 
February 1, 2014 starting at 10:00 a.m. contingent upon the event also being approved by 
Jackson Township. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  
 
 William Staley – 409 S. Railroad – discussed some concerns regarding the swimming 
pool. After discussion, Mr. Staley was asked if he would be interested in an appointment to the 
Recreation Committee. If so, Mr. Staley should send a written letter if interest to the Council for 
action.    

                                                                                                       
REPORTS TO COUNCIL: 
 

Mayor Thomas G. Lush reported he sent follow up letters to the property owners that 
were given a debris violation notice. The Mayor asked the Council for permission to close a 
portion of Madison Avenue on Saturday, August 17, 2013 from 4:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. for the 
United Church of Christ to have a picnic and movie night. A motion was made by Barry Lutz, 
seconded by Keith Fox, to authorize the Mayor to close a section of Madison Avenue on 
Saturday, August 17, 2013 for the planned picnic and movie night being held by the United 
Church of Christ. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  There were no other 
questions.   

 
Officer Dahl presented Borough Council with the monthly Police Department Report and 

asked if there were any questions on the report. Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II 
discussed a parking violation with Officer Dahl. Officer Dahl will talk to the vehicle owner. 
Meeting security was discussed. It was asked if the police officers should stay for the entire 
Borough meeting. Officer Dahl stated her personal option is an Officer does not need to be at 
the entire meeting and she would rather be out on the street. Officer Dahl stated the department 
will do whatever is instructed by the Mayor. At the Monday, August 12, 2013 Council Planning 
meeting the option of after the 7:00 p.m. start of a Council meeting have the front security door 
closed and anyone wanting to enter can ring the service bell to be let in. After discussion, once 
the police department gives their monthly report, the Council is going to have the officer close 
the office security door. If anyone enters after that time they can ring the service bell for entry.        
There were no other questions.  

                                                                                                      
The Recreation Committee report. Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II read the report 

given by the pool mangers. The pool had a few large groups visit. There were 6 pool parties in 
July and 5 confirmed parties for August. They held a Christmas in July pool party for the 
community. A back to school party is being held this evening.        
 

Wastewater Operator Paul G. Kulp presented Borough Council with the monthly 
Wastewater Department Report. Wastewater Operators Paul G. Kulp and Ronald Dannecker 
took the certifying examinations and both have passed the test. A letter from EPA was received 
by Wastewater Superintendent Barry L. Ludwig asking for comments. He has completed the 
comments letter and has enclosed a letter for Council President Bryan L. Rittle to sign stating 
that Mr. Ludwig is the Borough’s authorized representative for the sewer plant. A motion was 
made by Teresa Allwein, seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II, to authorize Council President 
Bryan L. Rittle to sign the letter authorizing Barry A. Ludwig as the Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Superintendent as the Borough’s representative to sign the Annual Pretreatment Report. 
All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  
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Councilmember Teresa Allwein informed the Council that during the heavy rain Wastewater 
Treatment Superintendent Barry A. Ludwig stayed at the plant all night to make sure there were 
no flooding problems. Council President Bryan L. Rittle stated Barry A. Ludwig has taken over 
the pre-treatment billing from ARRO.  
  

The Engineer’s Report was presented. There were no questions or comments on the 
report.   
 

Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake presented Borough Council with the monthly 
Public Works Department Report. Councilmember Teresa Allwein asked where the stones 
came from. The Public Works Supervisor stated they were left over from the bridge repairs.  

A resident came into the Borough Office and stated a section of his sidewalk was 
damaged during the bridge repairs. The Borough Engineer has been contacted and he will 
contact the contractor.  Vice President Gloria R. Ebling stated there were cracks and chips in 
her sidewalk. Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake stated he will check her property.  

Two different companies were involved in the repairs. Mar-Allen and Abel Construction 
are requesting payments. The Council would like the Engineer to send a confirmation that the 
work was satisfactorily completed before the payments are released. A motion was made by 
Teresa Allwein, seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II, authorize the payment to Abel Construction 
for the bridge project for Railroad and Broad Street to continue for the FEMA funding upon the 
receipt of the confirmation letter from the Borough Engineer stating the work has been 
satisfactorily completed. All those in favor: President Bryan L. Rittle - yes, Vice President Gloria 
R. Ebling - abstain, Teresa Allwein - yes, Keith Fox -yes, Barry Lutz - yes, Park W. Haverstick, II 
– yes. Motion carried. Vice President Gloria R. Ebling abstained from the vote due to the report 
of damage to her property.   

Mar-Allen Construction is requesting a partial payment. A motion was made by Keith 
Fox, seconded by Barry Lutz, to approve the partial payment to Mar-Allen Construction for the 
bridge project for Railroad and Broad Street contingent upon the receipt of the confirmation 
letter from the Borough Engineer stating the work has been satisfactorily completed. All those in 
favor: President Bryan L. Rittle - yes, Vice President Gloria R. Ebling - abstain, Teresa Allwein - 
yes, Keith Fox -yes, Barry Lutz - yes, Park W. Haverstick, II – yes. Motion carried. Vice 
President Gloria R. Ebling abstained from the vote due to the report of damage to her property. 
The Engineer from Mar-Allen Construction have contacted the Borough and stated they do not 
believe the beams and sidewalk need to be replaced.  

The curb painting was been started. The Public Works Department has completed 172 
corners. The Council commented on how nice the painting looks.  

The Highway Committee will be meeting on Monday, August 19, 2013 at 4:30 p.m. to 
discuss the 2014 budget with the Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake.  

 
   Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf presented Borough Council with the monthly Solicitor’s 
Report. The letters were sent to the Railroad Street property owners regarding the repair of the 
sidewalk. The permits are ready for the contractor to pick up.  

The Solicitor provided an update on property maintenance violations. The Borough had 
filed a legal complaint with the District Justice for the Railroad Street property. The owner has 
agreed to comply. The owner will pay the Court costs, legal fees and the Code Enforcement 
Officers fees. The agreement will be made into a Court Order. If the owner does not comply with 
the Order, there will be automatic enforcement and penalties. Code Enforcement Officer Randy 
Maurer will do a final inspection.  
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A letter was mailed to the Laundromat property owner notifying them the automatic 
credit being applied every quarter to the billing has been eliminated. The owner would like to 
continue with the use of the well for water service.  If the owner entered into an agreement they 
will need to provide a copy to the Borough. Mayor Thomas G. Lush stated the Borough 
Ordinance requires the hookup to the public system and that is what they must abide by. A 
motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Teresa Allwein, to authorize the Borough Solicitor 
to notify the owners of the Laundromat that they must abide by the Borough Ordinance and pay 
all related costs. Motion carried.  

The Water Authority Bond settlement will be held on Wednesday, August 21, 2013 at 
9:00 a.m. at the Water Treatment Plant. The Council President and Assistant Secretary will be 
attending.  

At the Council Planning Meeting, Thomas Baum and Michael Kuhn were present to 
discuss the Lebanon County Earned Income Tax out of county over or under payment. E.I.T. 
Bureau has been working on this matter and they were present last evening to discuss the 
issues with the Council to try to get it resolved. There is a seven year statute of limitations on 
claims. Keystone Collections Group does the collection for Lebanon County as of the 3rd quarter 
of 2008. The Borough received an overpayment. The Borough will need to approve the two 
protocol policies and send a copy of the Council minutes showing the approval for collection of 
the Boroughs overpayment. The goal is to establish an ongoing policy for the Lebanon County 
Earned Income Tax Bureau to pay validated claims from E.I.T. collectors outside of Lebanon 
County. With the Council approval that action will authorize the E.I.T. Bureau to have Keystone 
Collection Group collect the overpayment from the future Borough distributions of E.I.T. 
revenues and have the appropriate allocations of pre-2008 claims, so the funds can be 
forwarded to the appropriate out-of-county collector. A motion was made by Keith Fox, 
seconded by Gloria R. Ebling, to approve and adopt the Lebanon County Earned Income Tax 
Bureau Protocol Policy #1 and Protocol Policy #2 to set the method of collection.  Motion 
carried.  

The developer of North Goodwill Street met with Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake 
and Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf today to discuss the road deficiencies. The road project bid has 
been advertised and the Borough needs to know what the developer’s intent of repair is so the 
project can be completed. The Borough Solicitor stated he told the developer they have one 
week to inform the Borough of their intent.    

 
Councilmember Keith Fox asked what is being done about the roof on the property next 

door. The former Borough Manager was to send a letter to the owner, but nothing has been 
done. Code Enforcement Officer Randy Maurer has been informed and the Borough Staff is 
working on gathering the information he needs regarding the property.  

 
The Borough Office received a call from Rick Shreiner. Mr. Shreiner purchased a 

property within the Borough that has two apartment units in it. The post office informed him 
there is only one address assigned to the house and to get another address the Borough would 
have to issue another one. Assistant Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker spoke to employee Terry Miller 
who was formerly the postmaster to see what is needed to assign an address. During 
discussion, Clerk Terry Miller checked the Water and Sewer billing to see how the address was 
setup for the two apartments. It was found that there is only one service to the house. Lebanon 
County Planning Commission will be contacted to check the regulations to make sure it meets 
the requirements.      
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Vice President Gloria R. Ebling reported the Borough Planning Commission will be 
meeting on Monday, August 26, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. to review two submissions.  

 
            There were no other Committee Reports. 
 

Treasurer Lee C. Smith prepared and presented Borough Council with the monthly 
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Gloria R. Ebling, seconded by Barry Lutz, to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report and have it on file for audit. All those in favor: Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 
 The monthly listing of invoices was presented. A motion was made by Keith Fox, 
seconded by Gloria R. Ebling, to approve payment of all invoices as listed. All those in favor: 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

The communications were reviewed. There were no other comments.      
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Borough Council President Bryan L. Rittle read the list of current Committee and Board 
vacancies. If anyone is interested in volunteering to serve on any of these boards contact the 
Borough office.   
                                                                                                     
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 The Borough insurance renewal was present by Greg Zinn from Zinn Insurance. A 
motion was made by Gloria R. Ebling, seconded by Teresa Allwein, to approve the renewal 
presented from Zinn Insurance for the Boroughs Insurance Policies and authorize the Mutual 
Inspection Bureau, Inc. (MIB) Company valuation update for the Borough. All those in favor: 
Motion unanimously carried.  
  

Two sealed bids packets for the 2013 Road Project were received and opened at the 
Council Planning Meeting on Monday, August 12, 2013.  Pennsy Supply, Inc. total bid was 
$61,369.75 and the total bid from Reading Materials, Inc. was $83,678.00. A motion was made 
by Keith Fox, seconded by Barry Lutz, to approve and awarded the 2013 Road Project Bid to 
Pennsy Supply for a total of $61,369.75. All those in favor: President Bryan L. Rittle - yes, Vice 
President Gloria R. Ebling - yes, Teresa Allwein - abstain, Keith Fox -yes, Barry Lutz - yes, Park 
W. Haverstick, II – yes. Motion carried. Councilmember Teresa Allwein abstained due to her 
husband is an employee of Pennsy Supply, Inc. 
             
 We received a revised draft of the Lebanon County Stormwater Management Ordinance 
for review. They are asking for any comments by August 30, 2013.  
 
 We received a request from the Midget Football Association to use the football field from 
August 1 – November 15, 2013. A motion was made Teresa Allwein, seconded by Gloria R. 
Ebling, to approve the request from the Midget Football Association to use the football field from 
August 1 – November 15, 2013. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  
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 We received a request from Womelsdorf Borough requesting assistance from the Fire 
Police to help them with two events. A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Park W. 
Haverstick, II, to approve the request from Womelsdorf Borough for the assistance of the Fire 
Police for their 20th Annual Ride for Freedom held on Sunday, August 25, 2013 and the Annual 
Halloween Parade held on Thursday, October 17, 2013. All those in favor: Motion unanimously 
carried.    
 
 We received a letter from the owner of Main Street Jewelry requesting the removal of the 
bus stop no parking zone from both side of the street along Main Avenue. The Borough will not 
remove the no parking zone until they know that it is no longer a bus stop area.  
 
 We received the Borough’s portion for the ADA Handicap Curb Cuts. The total is 
$5,854.80. A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II, to authorize 
the payment of the $5,854.80 to the Lebanon County Redevelopment Authority for the ADA 
Handicap Curb Cuts. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.    
 
 We received information from Borough Clerk Terry Miller regarding properties that 
should have liens placed. After discussion, more information is needed before action is taken 
and two of the properties are not in the Borough.  
 
 The Borough received the Letter of Engagement from Joseph C. Rudolf with the Law 
Firm of Dilworth Paxson, LLP for the firm to represent the Borough as counsel in connection 
with labor and employment matters. A motion was made by Teresa Allwein, seconded by Barry 
Lutz, to authorize Council President Bryan L. Rittle to sign the Letter of Engagement with 
Joseph C. Rudolf and the firm of Dilworth Paxson, LLP to represent the Borough as legal 
counsel in connection with labor and employment matters. All those in favor: Motion 
unanimously carried.        
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
 The Borough Council recessed the regular meeting and entered into Executive Session 
at 10:06 p.m. to discuss several personnel and legal matters.  

Borough Council returned from Executive Session at 10:59 p.m. reconvening the regular 
session and resumed consideration of and action on the regular meeting agenda.  

 
A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II, to authorize the 

payment of $10,131.00 to NJ Hess Association for the Early Intervention Study. All those in 
favor: Motion unanimously carried.  

 
We received a letter from the Isaac Meier Homestead for a proposal for interior pointing 

and brown coat repairs. The total cost for the repairs from Stone Artisans is $2,244.00. A motion 
was made by Gloria R. Ebling, seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II, to approve the repointing 
and brown coat repairs at the Isaac Meier Homestead in the amount of $2,244.00. All those in 
favor: Motion unanimously carried.    
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COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE BOROUGH: 
 
 There were no comments. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 Borough Council President Bryan L. Rittle adjourned the meeting at 11:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Lisa A. Brubaker    
Assistant Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

lab 

 

 


